
Lecture 11.6

The “Lost Cause”



As Reconstruction faded, 
and Southern conservatives 
regained control of  their 
state governments, the South 
began to re-brand the Civil 
War. 
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What emerged was the myth 
of  the… 
 

   “The Lost Cause”.



Lost Cause Myth #1:  
 

The Civil War was 
about “States Rights” 
… not slavery.

Lecture 11.6 - The “Lost Cause”

The truth:  
 

When the Confederate 
states seceded, they cited 
slavery as the reason 
they were seceding.



Lost Cause Myth #2:  
 

            The South almost 
         won the war.
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The truth: 
 

The Confederacy never 
really stood a chance.  
The Union barely started  
to maximize the use of  its 
industry & population.



Lost Cause Myth #3:  
 

         The South Will  
        Rise Again!
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The truth: 
 

It has been 150 years 
since the end of  the 
Civil War, and the 
South has never tried to 
succeed a second time.



Lost Cause Myth #4:  
 

The Confederate 
flag is a symbol of  
“heritage” and 
“independence”. 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The truth: 
 

It is… to some people, 
but symbolism is a 
tricky thing, because 
it depends on your 
perspective.



As black Southerners lost more and more political 
and social influence, racial discrimination and 
segregation became the norm all across the South.

Lecture 11.6 - The “Lost Cause”



Segregation would remain a part of  the South until the 
Civil Rights Movement of  the 1950s and ‘60s ... nearly 
100 years after the Civil War.
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Today, 150 years after the Civil War, the Myth of  the  
Lost Cause is still very much alive in America…
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End of  Unit 11
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Confederate statues… 
 

Take them down?  
Leave them alone?  

Modify them? 
 

What do you think? 

Reflection Question


