
                  Headquarters District of Colorado in the Field
                  On Big Bend of Sandy Creek
                  Colorado Territory
                  November 29, 1864
Charles Wheeler
A.A.A. General
Headquarters District of Colorado
Denver, Colorado

Dear Sir,
 

 I have not the time to give you a detailed history of our engagement of today or to 
mentiion those officers and men who distinguised themselves in one of the most bloody In-
dian battles ever fought on these plains. You will find enclosed the report of my surgeon 
in charge, which will bring to many anxious friends the sad fate of loved ones, who are and 
have been risking everything to avenge the horrid deeds of those savages we have so severely 
handled. We made a forced march of forty miles and surprised, at break of day, one of the 
most powerful villages of the Cheyenne nation, and captured over five hundred animals; 
killing the clebrated chiefs One Eye, White Antelope, Knock-Knee, Black Kettle, and 
White Rope, with about five hundred of thier people, destroying all their lodges and eq-
uipage making almost an annihilation of the entire tribe.
 
 I shall leave here, as soon as I can see our wounded safely on the way to the hospital 
at Fort Lyon, for the villages of the Sioux, which are reported about eighty miles from here 
on the Smoky Hill, and three thousand strong — so look out for more fighting. I will state 
for the consideration of gentlemen who are opposed to fighting these red scoundrels, that I 
was shown by my chief surgeon the scalp of a white man, taken from the lodge of one of the 
chiefs, which could not have been more than two or three days taken; and I could mention 
many more things to show how these Indians, who have been drawing government rations at 
Fort Lyon, are and have been acting.

                  Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

                  J.M. Chivington

                  Colonel, Commanding Colorado 
                     Expedition against Indians on Plains


